
FIRST SENTENCE: “The year 1866 was marked by a strange 
occurrence, an unexplained and indeed inexplicable phenome-
non which surely no one can have forgotten.”
REVIEW (max. 150 words): 
Captain Nemo and his Nautilus - a submarine so ahead of its 
time when you consider that this novel was written in 1870, is 
a story of such a grandeur, such wonder that the scien-
tific progress and the explanations given by Prof. Aronnax, a 
naturalist and passenger on this journey seem so believable 
(and some quite accurate) that, in some moments you forget and 
believe that you are on the greatest voyage ever undertaken. 
Jules Verne was meticulous in his research and this is a mar-
vellous adventure story. Alas I did not enjoy reading this on 
the Kindle for the illustrations alone and would recommend 
future readers to read this novel in a hardback that’s pro-
fusely illustrated.

Originally serialized from March 1869 through June 1870, the 
first edition was published by Pierre-Jules Hetzel in 1870 in 
French. English translation appeared in 1872. This edition by 
Penguin translated by David Coward.
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QUOTES: 
“‘Professor, what exactly is a pearl?’ ‘... for poets, it is a tear 
shed by the ocean. For Orientals, it is a crystallized dewdrop; 
for ladies, it is an oblong-shaped jewel, with a hyaline 
lustre, made of mother-of-pearl ... for the chemist, it is a mix-
ture of phosphate and carbonate of lime with a small quanti-
ty of gelatine; and lastly, for the naturalist, it is merely a 
defective secretion from the organ which produces mother-of-
pearl in certain bivalves.”
RATING: A Must Read. 5 stars.
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